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Esther 
Lesson 2 Cross-references 

DAY TWO—Casting lots 
Proverbs 16 
 33 The lot is cast into the lap,  

But its every decision is from the LORD.  
 
Acts 1 
 15 At this time Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren (a gathering of about one hundred and 

twenty persons was there together), and said,  
 16 “Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of 

David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.  
 17 “For he was counted among us and received his share in this ministry.”  
 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the price of his wickedness, and falling headlong, he 

burst open in the middle and all his intestines gushed out.  
 19 And it became known to all who were living in Jerusalem; so that in their own language that 

field was called Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  
 20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms,  

‘LET HIS HOMESTEAD BE MADE DESOLATE,  
AND LET NO ONE DWELL IN IT’;  

and,  
‘LET ANOTHER MAN TAKE HIS OFFICE.’  

 21 “Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us—  

 22 beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us—one of these 
must become a witness with us of His resurrection.”  

 23 So they put forward two men, Joseph called Barsabbas (who was also called Justus), and 
Matthias.  

 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all men, show which one of 
these two You have chosen  

 25 to occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.”  

 26 And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles.  

 
DAY THREE-Agag 
Numbers 24 
 3 He took up his discourse and said,  

“The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor,  
And the oracle of the man whose eye is opened;  

 4 The oracle of him who hears the words of God,  
Who sees the vision of the Almighty,  
Falling down, yet having his eyes uncovered,  

 5 How fair are your tents, O Jacob,  
Your dwellings, O Israel!  

 6 “Like valleys that stretch out,  
Like gardens beside the river,  
Like aloes planted by the LORD,  
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Like cedars beside the waters.  
 7 “Water will flow from his buckets,  

And his seed will be by many waters,  
And his king shall be higher than Agag,  
And his kingdom shall be exalted.  

 
1 Samuel 15 
 1 Then Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you as king over His people, over 

Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the LORD.  
 2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he set 

himself against him on the way while he was coming up from Egypt.  
 3 ‘Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put 

to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ”  
 4 Then Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, 200,000 foot soldiers and 

10,000 men of Judah.  
 5 Saul came to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the valley.  
 6 Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart, go down from among the Amalekites, so that I do not 

destroy you with them; for you showed kindness to all the sons of Israel when they came up 
from Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.  

 7 So Saul defeated the Amalekites, from Havilah as you go to Shur, which is east of Egypt.  
 8 He captured Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with 

the edge of the sword.  
 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the 

lambs, and all that was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything 
despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.  

 10 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying,  
 11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not 

carried out My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all night.  
 12 Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul; and it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul came 

to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself, then turned and proceeded on 
down to Gilgal.”  

 13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the LORD! I have carried out 
the command of the LORD.”  

 14 But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the 
oxen which I hear?”  

 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of 
the sheep and oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; but the rest we have utterly 
destroyed.”  

 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Wait, and let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” 
And he said to him, “Speak!”  

 17 Samuel said, “Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you were made the head 
of the tribes of Israel? And the LORD anointed you king over Israel,  

 18 and the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the 
Amalekites, and fight against them until they are exterminated.’  

 19 “Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD, but rushed upon the spoil and did what 
was evil in the sight of the LORD?”  

 20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of the LORD, and went on the mission on 
which the LORD sent me, and have brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites.  

 21 “But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to 
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destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God at Gilgal.”  
 22 Samuel said,  

“Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices  
As in obeying the voice of the LORD?  
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,  
And to heed than the fat of rams.  

 23 “For rebellion is as the sin of divination,  
And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.  
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,  
He has also rejected you from being king.”  

 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; I have indeed transgressed the command of the 
LORD and your words, because I feared the people and listened to their voice.  

 25 “Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me, that I may worship the LORD.”  
 26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you; for you have rejected the word of the 

LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel.”  
 27 As Samuel turned to go, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore.  
 28 So Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has 

given it to your neighbor, who is better than you.  
 29 “Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should 

change His mind.”  
 30 Then he said, “I have sinned; but please honor me now before the elders of my people and 

before Israel, and go back with me, that I may worship the LORD your God.”  
 31 So Samuel went back following Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD.  
 32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag, the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag came to him 

cheerfully. And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.”  
 33 But Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be 

childless among women.” And Samuel hewed Agag to pieces before the LORD at Gilgal.  
 34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, but Saul went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul.  
 35 Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death; for Samuel grieved over Saul. And 

the LORD regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel. 
 

Exodus 17 
 8 Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim.  
 9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I 

will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”  
 10 Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went 

up to the top of the hill.  
 11 So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his 

hand down, Amalek prevailed.  
 12 But Moses’ hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it; 

and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus his 
hands were steady until the sun set.  

 13 So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.  
 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this in a book as a memorial and recite it to Joshua, 

that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.”  
 15 Moses built an altar and named it The LORD is My Banner;  
 16 and he said, “The LORD has sworn; the LORD will have war against Amalek from generation 

to generation.”  
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Proverbs 6 

 16 There are six things which the LORD hates,  
Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:  

 17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue,  
And hands that shed innocent blood,  

 18 A heart that devises wicked plans,  
Feet that run rapidly to evil,  

 19 A false witness who utters lies,  
And one who spreads strife among brothers.  

 
 

DAY FIVE  
Jews affected by edict 
Ezra 1 
 1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD by the 

mouth of Jeremiah, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying:  

 2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah.  

 3 ‘Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him! Let him go up to 
Jerusalem which is in Judah and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel; He is the 
God who is in Jerusalem.  

 
Ezra 4 
 6 Now in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation 

against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.  
 7 And in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his colleagues 

wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the text of the letter was written in Aramaic and 
translated from Aramaic.  

 8 Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King 
Artaxerxes, as follows—  

 9 then wrote Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues, 
the judges and the lesser governors, the officials, the secretaries, the men of Erech, the 
Babylonians, the men of Susa, that is, the Elamites,  

 10 and the rest of the nations which the great and honorable Osnappar deported and settled in 
the city of Samaria, and in the rest of the region beyond the River. Now  

 11 this is the copy of the letter which they sent to him:  
“To King Artaxerxes: Your servants, the men in the region beyond the River, and now  

 12 let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you have come to us at 
Jerusalem; they are rebuilding the rebellious and evil city and are finishing the walls and 
repairing the foundations.  

 13 “Now let it be known to the king, that if that city is rebuilt and the walls are finished, they 
will not pay tribute, custom or toll, and it will damage the revenue of the kings.  

 14 “Now because we are in the service of the palace, and it is not fitting for us to see the king’s 
dishonor, therefore we have sent and informed the king,  

 15 so that a search may be made in the record books of your fathers. And you will discover in 
the record books and learn that that city is a rebellious city and damaging to kings and 
provinces, and that they have incited revolt within it in past days; therefore that city was laid 



5 

waste.  
 16 “We inform the king that if that city is rebuilt and the walls finished, as a result you will 

have no possession in the province beyond the River.”  
 
A. Sackcloth 

Genesis 37   
 33 Then he (Jacob) examined it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast has devoured him; 

Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!”  
 34 So Jacob tore his clothes, and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days.  
 35 Then all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. 

And he said, “Surely I will go down to Sheol in mourning for my son.” So his father wept 
for him.  

 
B. Ashes 
Genesis 18 —context: the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 
 27 And Abraham replied, “Now behold, I have ventured to speak to the Lord, although I am 
but dust and ashes.  
 
Job 42 
 5 “I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear;  

But now my eye sees You;  
 6 Therefore I retract,  

And I repent in dust and ashes. 
 
C. Fasting 
Judges 20—context battle between Israel and Benjamin 
 26 Then all the sons of Israel and all the people went up and came to Bethel and wept; thus 
they remained there before the LORD and fasted that day until evening. And they offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.  
 
Jonah 3 
 4 Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk; and he cried out and said, “Yet 

forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”  
 5 Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth 

from the greatest to the least of them.  
 6 When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe 

from him, covered himself with sackcloth and sat on the ashes.  
 7 He issued a proclamation and it said, “In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: 

Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water.  
 8 “But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly 

that each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands.  
 9 “Who knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not 

perish.”  
 10 When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented 

concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He did not 
do it.  

 
2 Samuel 12 
 16 David therefore inquired of God for the child; and David fasted and went and lay all night on 

the ground.  
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D.  Combinations of sackcloth, ashes, fasting, weeping, mourning 
Joel 2 
 11 The LORD utters His voice before His army;  

Surely His camp is very great,  
For strong is he who carries out His word.  
The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome,  
And who can endure it?  

 12 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD,  
“Return to Me with all your heart,  
And with fasting, weeping and mourning;  

 13 And rend your heart and not your garments.”  
Now return to the LORD your God,  
For He is gracious and compassionate,  
Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness  
And relenting of evil.  

 14 Who knows whether He will not turn and relent  
And leave a blessing behind Him,  
Even a grain offering and a drink offering  
For the LORD your God?  

 15 Blow a trumpet in Zion,  
Consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly,  

 16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation,  
Assemble the elders,  
Gather the children and the nursing infants.  
Let the bridegroom come out of his room  
And the bride out of her bridal chamber.  

 17 Let the priests, the LORD’S ministers,  
Weep between the porch and the altar,  
And let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD,  
And do not make Your inheritance a reproach,  
A byword among the nations.  
Why should they among the peoples say,  
‘Where is their God?’ ”  

 
Jeremiah 6 
 22 Thus says the LORD,  

“Behold, a people is coming from the north land,  
And a great nation will be aroused from the remote parts of the earth.  

 23 “They seize bow and spear;  
They are cruel and have no mercy;  
Their voice roars like the sea,  
And they ride on horses,  
Arrayed as a man for the battle  
Against you, O daughter of Zion!”  

 24 We have heard the report of it;  
Our hands are limp.  
Anguish has seized us,  
Pain as of a woman in childbirth.  

 25 Do not go out into the field  
And do not walk on the road,  
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For the enemy has a sword,  
Terror is on every side.  

 26 O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth  
And roll in ashes;  
Mourn as for an only son,  
A lamentation most bitter.  
For suddenly the destroyer  
Will come upon us.  

 
Relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews... 
Genesis 12 
 1 Now the LORD said to Abram,  

“Go forth from your country,  
And from your relatives  
And from your father’s house,  
To the land which I will show you;  

 2 And I will make you a great nation,  
And I will bless you,  
And make your name great;  
And so you shall be a blessing;  

 3 And I will bless those who bless you,  
And the one who curses you I will curse.  
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  
 

Genesis 13 
 14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Now lift up your eyes and look 

from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward;  
 15 for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever.  
 16 “I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if anyone can number the dust 

of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered.  
 
Jeremiah 31 
27“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will sow the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah with the seed of man and with the seed of beast.  
 28 “As I have watched over them to pluck up, to break down, to overthrow, to destroy and to 

bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to plant,” declares the LORD.  
 29 “In those days they will not say again,  

‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,  
And the children’s teeth are set on edge.’  

 30 “But everyone will die for his own iniquity; each man who eats the sour grapes, his teeth will 
be set on edge.  

 31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  

 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a 
husband to them,” declares the LORD.  

 33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” 
declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be My people.  

 34 “They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know 
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the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” 
declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”  

 35 Thus says the LORD,  
Who gives the sun for light by day  
And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night,  
Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar;  
The LORD of hosts is His name:  

 36 “If this fixed order departs  
From before Me,” declares the LORD,  
“Then the offspring of Israel also will cease  
From being a nation before Me forever.”  

 37 Thus says the LORD,  
“If the heavens above can be measured  
And the foundations of the earth searched out below,  
Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel  
For all that they have done,” declares the LORD 
 

Ezekiel 37 
 19 say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in 

the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will put them with it, 
with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they will be one in My hand.” ’  

 20 “The sticks on which you write will be in your hand before their eyes.  
 21 “Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among 

the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into 
their own land;  

 22 and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be 
king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations and no longer be divided into 
two kingdoms.  

 23 “They will no longer defile themselves with their idols, or with their detestable things, or 
with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in 
which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. And they will be My people, and I will be 
their God.  

 24 “My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and they 
will walk in My ordinances and keep My statutes and observe them.  

 25 “They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and 
they will live on it, they, and their sons and their sons’ sons, forever; and David My servant 
will be their prince forever.  

 26 “I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. 
And I will place them and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever.  

 27 “My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My 
people.  

 28 “And the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is 
in their midst forever.” ’ ”  

 
 


