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Revelation Part 1                 Lesson 2 
DAY THREE & FOUR 
Revelation [apokalupto]  
  1 to uncover, lay open what has been veiled or covered up.  
  1A disclose, make bare.  
 2 to make known, make manifest, disclose what before was unknown1 
 
Revelation.  
 b. The Revelation of John calls itself ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Here things are very 
different. There are, of course, puzzling agreements between this work and the other Johannine 
writings. The use of the term Logos in Rev. 19:13 is one of these. But the sure possession 
represented by the Logos concept in the Gospel and Epistles is of less interest to the Apocalyptist. 
His understanding of revelation relates to the future. The heavenly world is unveiled for the divine 
because God wills to show to his servants ἃ δεῖ γενέσθαι ἐν τάχει (1:1). In this eschatological 
orientation and the related visionary apparatus the last book of the NT shows great affinity to the 
Jewish apocalyptic to which it has given its name. But it is closer to genuine prophecy and has 
more of the content of biblical revelation. It is probably not pseudepigraphical,59 and is 
comparatively rich in authentic visionary experience, Above all, it is wholly committed to the great 
end of strengthening the Church, the bearer of revelation, in its first severe clash with the self-
absolutising power of the state, of preparing the Church for martyrdom. Above the creation which 
writhes in the woes of the Messiah, above the race which becomes increasingly obstinate in spite of 
divine judgments, above the community which is surrounded by the horrors of death and yet which 
waits in faith for its coming Lord, there is disclosed with shattering greatness the world of eternity. 
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (2:10).2     
 
Soon [tachos] 1 quickness, speed 
 
Communicated [semaino]  
 1 to give a sign, to signify, indicate.  
 2 to make known.1 
 
Blessed [makarios] 
 1 blessed, happy 
 
Finally, beatitudes figure strongly in Rev. There are 7…they have a pronounced gnomic form, and 
are full of the whole tension which the time just before the end implies for the community. Five of 
them—and this enhances their force—are from heavenly lips. They thus speak with supreme and 
indisputable authority (14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 22:7, 14). The whole book stands in the framework of 
the blessing of those who attain to and keep the blessed revelation of the mysteries of God (1:3 
confirmed in 22:7). In 14:13 the witnesses of Christ who will find martyrdom, i.e., from the 
beginning of the final struggle against the community, are called blessed. Their work, which 
accompanies the soul to judgment and which in this case is endurance even to death, will receive 
from God an everlasting reward. Also blessed is the faithful Christian who perseveres in watching 
and in keeping himself during his time on earth (16:15), esteeming the heavenly promise more 
highly than all the attractions and apparent treasures of the world. Blessed, too, are those whom 
God invites to the consummation (19:9). Blessed are those who take part in the first resurrection, 

                                            
1 Strong, J. (2001). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
2 Kittel, G., Bromiley, G. W., & Friedrich, G. (Eds.). (1964–). Theological dictionary of the New Testament (electronic 
ed., Vol. 3, pp. 588–589). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 



 2 

and who thus escape final death (20:6). The final macarism is a judicial sentence. In contrast to the 
wicked who are excluded, it blesses those who in full holiness (forgiveness) and sanctification are 
counted worthy to enter into the eternal city.2 

 
Metaphor is an implied comparison between two things which are different. An example is John 
6:48, where Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.” 
 
Simile is an expressed comparison of two different things or ideas that uses the words like, as, 
as…so is, and / or such as.  An example is Revelation 1:14b, “His eyes were like a flame of fire.” 
       Taken from NISB Grammatical Helps 
Daniel 7:9-14 
 7 “After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and 

terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and 
trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were 
before it, and it had ten horns. 

 8 “While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among 
them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this 
horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts. 

 9 “I kept looking 
Until thrones were set up, 
And the Ancient of Days took His seat; 
His vesture was like white snow 
And the hair of His head like pure wool. 
His throne was ablaze with flames, 
Its wheels were a burning fire. 

 10 “A river of fire was flowing 
And coming out from before Him; 
Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, 
And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; 
The court sat, 
And the books were opened. 

 11 “Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was 
speaking; I kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body was destroyed and given to 
the burning fire. 

 12 “As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life was 
granted to them for an appointed period of time. 

 13 “I kept looking in the night visions, 
And behold, with the clouds of heaven 
One like a Son of Man was coming, 
And He came up to the Ancient of Days 
And was presented before Him. 

 14 “And to Him was given dominion, 
Glory and a kingdom, 
That all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
Might serve Him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
Which will not pass away; 
And His kingdom is one 
Which will not be destroyed. 


