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Revelation Part 1                          Lesson 4 
DAY TWO & THREE 
Firstborn [prototokos]  
1 the firstborn.  
 1A of man or beast.  
 1B of Christ, the first born of all creation.1 
 
Colossians 1:15-18 
  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created 
through Him and for Him. 

 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
 18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 
 20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 
 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 
 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His 

coming, 
 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has 

abolished all rule and all authority and power. 
 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 
 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 
 
Acts 2:22-33 
 22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God 

with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, 
just as you yourselves know— 

 23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed 
to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 

 24 “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was 
impossible for Him to be held in its power. 

 25 “For David says of Him, 
‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; 
FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 

 26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; 
MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 

 27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 
NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 

 28 ‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; 
YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ 

 29 “Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died 
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 

 30 “And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH 
TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 

 31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER 
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ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 
 32 “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 
 33 “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and 
hear. 

 
Hades 
1 name Hades or Pluto, the god of the lower regions.  
2 Orcus, the nether world, the realm of the dead.  
3 later use of this word: the grave, death, hell.  
Additional Information: In Biblical Greek it is associated with Orcus, the infernal regions, a dark 
and dismal place in the very depths of the earth, the common receptacle of disembodied spirits. 
Usually Hades is just the abode of the wicked, Lu. 16:23, Rev. 20:13,14; a very uncomfortable 
place. 
 
Luke 16:19-31 
 19 “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously 

living in splendor every day. 
 20 “And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 
 21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man’s table; 

besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 
 22 “Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the 

rich man also died and was buried. 
 23 “In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus 

in his bosom. 
 24 “And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that 

he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this 
flame.’ 

 25 “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, 
and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in 
agony. 

 26 ‘And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who 
wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from 
there to us.’ 

 27 “And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father’s house— 
 28 for I have five brothers—in order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to 

this place of torment.’ 
 29 “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 
 30 “But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 

repent!’ 
 31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 

persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 
Revelation 20:13-14 
 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 

which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 
 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake 

of fire. 
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Isaiah 22:20-23 
 20 “Then it will come about in that day, 

That I will summon My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
 21 And I will clothe him with your tunic 

And tie your sash securely about him. 
I will entrust him with your authority, 
And he will become a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 

 22 “Then I will set the key of the house of David on his shoulder, 
When he opens no one will shut, 
When he shuts no one will open. 

 23 “I will drive him like a peg in a firm place, 
And he will become a throne of glory to his father’s house. 

 
DAY FOUR 
Tribulation [thlipsis] 
  1 a pressing, pressing together, pressure.  
  2 metaph. oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits.1 
 
Poverty [ptocheia] 
1 beggary.  
2 in the NT poverty.  
 2A the condition of one destitute of riches and abundance.1 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 
 
Matthew 6:19-34 
 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. 
 20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and 

where thieves do not break in or steal; 
 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full 

of light. 
 23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in 

you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 

 25 “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or 
what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? 

 26 “Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 

 27 “And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 
 28 “And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they 

do not toil nor do they spin, 
                                            
1 Strong, J. (2001). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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 29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 
 30 “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 

into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 
 31 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 

wear for clothing?’ 
 32 “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things. 
 33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. 
 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough 

trouble of its own. 
 
John 15:18-21 
 18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
 19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the 

world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 
 20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they 

persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours 
also. 

 21 “But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the 
One who sent Me. 

 
2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
 
Hebrews 2:10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 
 
Hebrews 5:8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 
 
1 Peter 2:20-21 
 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with 

patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this 
finds favor with God. 

 21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example for you to follow in His steps, 

 
1 Peter 1:6-7 
 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 

distressed by various trials, 
 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even 

though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ; 

 
1 Peter 4:12-14 
 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for 

your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 
 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at 

the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 
 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 

God rests on you. 
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Hebrews 10:32-36 
 32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict 

of sufferings, 
 33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by 

becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 
 34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your 

property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. 
 35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 
 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may 

receive what was promised. 
 
DAY FIVE 
a. 1 Thessalonians 3:2-5 

2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to 
strengthen and encourage you as to your faith, 
3 so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we 
have been destined for this. 
4 For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to 
suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know. 
5 For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, 
for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor would be in vain. 

 
b. 2 Timothy 1:7-8 

7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 

 
c. Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

 
d. 2 Corinthians 1:5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our 

comfort is abundant through Christ. 
 

e. Luke 12:11-12 
11 “When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not 
worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; 
12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” 
 

f. Psalm 56:3-4 
3 When I am afraid, 
 I will put my trust in You. 
4 In God, whose word I praise, 
 In God I have put my trust; 
 I shall not be afraid. 
 What can mere man do to me? 
 

g. James 1:2-4 
2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 
4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
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 in nothing. 
h. 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18 

15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good 
for one another and for all people. 
16 Rejoice always; 
17 pray without ceasing; 
18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 
i. 1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and 

God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 

 
j. Romans 8:28-31 

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are called according to His purpose. 
29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of 
His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 
30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also 
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
 

k. Job 2:9-10 
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!” 
10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept 
good from God and not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
 

Job 6:10  “But it is still my consolation, 
  And I rejoice in unsparing pain, 

That I have not denied the words of the Holy One. 
 
Smyrna. 
It is the modern Izmir, located in Turkey. Smyrna was inhabited at least 3000 years before Christ. 
The city, along with Miletus and Ephesus to the south, flourished under Ionian dominance. The 
city was conquered by the Lydians whose capital was Sardis. The site was left in ruins for nearly 
three centuries until its refounding by Alexander the Great in 334 B.C. at a site further south along 
the gulf. Although built through the energy of the Seleucids the city recognized the coming 
dominance of Pergamum and entered into an alliance with its king. Later, with remarkable 
foresight, she transferred her allegiance to Rome and in 195 B.C. built a temple in which Rome 
was worshiped as a deity. As a reward for Smyrna’s early commitment to the rising Roman 
influence the city prospered under Roman rule, partly as a rival to Pergamum and partly as a rival 
to the prosperous island of Rhodes. Because they had been an ally of the Romans, both on land 
and sea, the people of Smyrna thought it would be to their credit to build in A.D. 26 another temple 
in which the Roman emperor would be honored. This city became the seat of the caesar-cult which 
afflicted the church so seriously during the latter half of the first century. 

Revelation 2:8 speaks of the city as being “dead and then alive,” a possible reference to the 
period of 300 years when it lay devastated until revived by Alexander and the Macedonians. 
Ancient writers, including Appollonius and Aristides, spoke of Smyrna as having the “crown of 
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life” (v 10), a reference to the hilltop behind the city which symbolized a statue with its crown on 
top and its feet at the seashore. At the time the Apocalypse was written the infant church was 
undergoing persecution. The reference to the “synagogue of Satan” (v 9) and to the devil putting 
them in prison reflects (v 10) the tribulation probably experienced under the Roman emperor 
Domitian (c. A.D. 95). It became a crime punishable by death to refuse to worship the image of the 
Roman emperor as “lord.” Many Christians were compelled to choose between “Caesar is Lord” 
(and life) or “Jesus is Lord” (and physical death).2 
 

                                            
2 Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). In Baker encyclopedia of the Bible (pp. 1972–
1973). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. 


